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Timing System trapping system
sponsored by Benzing and the
Portuguese Benzing
representative Phillipe Junior.

We were met by Mr Rui Repas
who is the race co-ordinator for
the Portuguese Racing Pigeon
Organisation, along with
Alexander Engstler from Austria
who was the Technical Support
assistant for the Electronic

A group of International fanciers
had already been enjoying some
excursions and local sightseeing
for the two days prior to the race
around the Mira district. Mira is a
coastal town, which sits
delicately exposed between the
Atlantic coastline, with its idyllic
silky sand beaches on one side
and ancient pine forests and a
lagoon on the other. Of the
many European areas I have
visited this certainly is one of the
most beautiful scenic places,

n Friday July 8th, I arrived
at the Francisco Sa
Carneiro International
Airport in Porto, the third busiest
Airport in Portugal. This modern
terminal provides an impressive
link to the urban cities of
Europe, with a network of
international and domestic
flights plus metro and direct city
to city bus links.
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especially when you add this to
its profound historic and cultural
wealth. The sightseeing trips had
included a trip along the Aveiro
canal, a Portuguese pastry
workshop and the Alegre
porcelain factory and chapel.
The accommodation for the
weekend was a traditional
Portuguese style hotel, set in
tranquil surroundings on the
banks of the beautiful Ria de
Aveiro lagoon, The Hotel Quinta
da Lagoa, was the perfect
location and setting to get a real
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feel for the Portuguese flavour
of local life. The hotel hosted
beautiful walks around the
lagoon, a sandy beach on its
banks as well as relaxing pool
and bar areas, evening
entertainment and a beautiful
romansque style function room
for the Saturday evening prize
presentation.
The race itself had attracted
entrants from Portugal, Belgium,
Holland, Germany, Spain,

Hungary, Italy, Greece, France,
Romania, Switzerland, Argentina,
Qatar, Norway, Croatia, Slovenia,
Kuwait, United Kingdom and
Austria.
The loft was one of the best One
loft race environments I had
visited, very spacious, with good
airflow, plenty of light with
aviaries running the full length
of the loft. The most striking

factor to me was plenty of room
for the birds to feel at ‘home’
rather than cramped, dark
overcrowded sections. This loft
had the perfect design and in my
opinion the most important
reason the training and racing
schedule had been a success with
losses kept to a minimum despite
the weather causing some of the
planned training to be limited or
reduced in distance.

comments to me the good soft
feather plumage and wing
condition, the weight of the
birds and overall fantastic
general health.

The Friday afternoon and race

The Saturday morning and the
birds were released from
Dogueno in the South of
Portugal. A distance back to the
loft of 342km. The temperature
was 20 degrees and was only
going to get hotter with a slight
north westerly headwind to

marking went smoothly, the 869
pigeons were race entered by
local volunteers of the
Portuguese Federation and all
adjudicated under the watchful
eye of International
representatives from Unions
affiliated to the FCI. The United
Kingdom representatives Mr Les
Blacklock RPRA President and
Vice President Mr David Higgins,
both applauded in their

contend with, a testing race was
anticipated with the leading
pigeons expected to take
between 5 and a half to 6 hours
to cover the race distance. I
arrived at the loft at 10.30 and
already a good number of
fanciers had amassed with a
vibrant festive party atmosphere,
with many food and drink stalls
doing a bustling trade and a
growing anticipation as to what
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time the race winners would
arrive.
I managed to spend a few
minutes with the President of
the Portuguese Federation Mr
Jose Luis Jacinto who explained
that the annual Mira
International One loft race had
been now taking place for the
past 20 years, its popularity clear
to see with between 1000 to

1500 fanciers and friends in
attendance by 11.30.
I complimented Jose and his
team on their excellent planning
and organisation for the race.
Jose, explained that the race was
about two key factors. Firstly, the
pigeons, the main priorities
being their welfare, having a
proper clean loft environment
and also a happy home. This
struck me as one of the main
reasons that this race was
succeeding when many fail after
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a few years, good pigeons, good
health, good fitness means a
good race will ensue. Jose and
the team were full of smiles and
enjoying the company of their
friends and international
colleagues, rather than stressing
about poor pigeon returns or a
bad race. They knew they had
done their hard work and the
pigeons would repay their
dedication and commitment. The

second major factor Jose stated
was about the fanciers and
friends who Jose described
always had an enjoyable day,
with a festive atmosphere, with
plenty of drink and food to pass
the beautiful Portuguese summer
day by.
By 12pm the atmosphere had
turned to one of great
anticipation and an electric
nervous feel as the birds were
moving ever closer to the loft. All
eyes were focused no longer on

the beer glasses but a fixation to
the South as everyone wanted to
be the first to see the winning
bird or birds arrive.
A few false alarms managed to
get the butterflies within the
stomach racing, but then at
12.40 a whistle shrieked from the
main loft manager as 11 pigeons
dived from dots in the heights of
the Mira Skyline straight on to

the loft. The pigeons had
covered the 342km distance in
exactly 6 hours. A silence
surrounded the waiting crowd as
the first pigeons past over the
Benzing finish line. The crowd
erupted and then fell quickly
silent once again as the
announcement on the big screen
was anticipated.
The overall winning pigeon POR
6062104/16 was owned and
raced by proud owner Paulo
Jorge Moreira Martins and was
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officially clocked at 12.41.01,
with ten countries making up the
top twenty race positions.
This race included many classified
race results:
1. The FCI Grand Prix
Ace Pigeon Ranking
European Team Ranking
2.The European Championship
Ace Pigeon Ranking
3.European Youth Championship
Ace Pigeon Ranking
4.National Champions league
Ace Pigeon Ranking
A delegation of FCI
representatives were on hand in
the control room to oversee the
clocking system and verify the
pigeons in to the various race
categories as they entered the
loft.
The pigeons continued to home

all afternoon, batches of fives,
sixes, sometimes up to a dozen. It
was a good working day race,
the birds never dried up which
again shows the condition and
health the birds were in and
again compliments to the loft
staff and management needs a
mention.
A lunch was provided all
afternoon in a delegation tent
overlooking the loft and arrivals.
A thoroughly enjoyable event
with the sun shining, fantastic
company, good comradery
between the different countries
and an opportunity to sit and
relax watching what we all enjoy
most. The return of pigeons to
their home.
The evening was a real social
gathering, with a full five course
meal, drinks and speeches from

the Portuguese President and
officials of the race and from the
European FCI representatives.
A truly enjoyable weekend with
excellent organisation, fantastic
planning and above all, a
successful race. Thank you to the
Portuguese Pigeon Federation
committee, FCI delegates. I look
very much forward to seeing you
at next year’s event.
The UK has limited space for
entries in next year’s race. If you
are interested in sending a team
please contact Carly Huggins, The
Racing Pigeon, who will send
your details to the race organiser
on 01206 843456.
A full list of the race results can
be found at:
www.fpcolumbofilia.pt
Lee Fribbins

Top 10 Individual Results

Top 10 Ace Pigeon Results

Top 10 Team Results
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